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the moment that this need made itself felt. In the West side
by side with the contemplative Orders arose other com-
munities whose members, while working for the salvation of
their own souls, could at the same time engage in the works
of mercy both corporal and spiritual. The great principles
of religion which inspire the monk, whether he be Greek
or Latin, were never in any way hostile to the creation of
monasteries which admitted, alongside of the obligation of
prayer and austerities, practical works of charity for the
world outside, such as popular preaching, instruction,
missions, and service in hospitals. But Greek monasticism
seems to have been arrested in its free development; the
causes of this arrested development are too complex for us
to attempt to unravel. They were perhaps connected in
some way with Justinian's legislation, the effect of which was
to mould all forms of monastic life to a definite and uniform
pattern, subject it to the control of the civil administration,
and discourage in advance any bold initiative. Greek
monasticism never found its place within a powerful organi-
zation; it has never been subjected to a rigorous discipline
or controlled by a permanent and unquestioned authority.
And thus, lacking this organization and direction, it has
been unable to make full use of its spiritual forces which are
clearly in large measure wasted.
One is forced to think that here the Schism barred the
way to progress and kept monasticism in a deplorable
stagnation.
The wonderful multiplication of religious Orders in the
West from the twelfth century to this day, with their fresh
blossoming in the sixteenth century, should have made
manifest the happy fruits of a more flexible adaptability; it
should have provoked imitation in the East, or better still
emulation. The Greek Church either could not know of
such developments or affected to ignore them, in the same
way as a man will ignore his next-door neighbour, under the
pretext that the fellow has no business to teach him how to
behave.
In this rapid review we have dealt with the essential
features of the organization and religious action of Byzantine
monasticism. But we would not entirely pass over another

